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NESCO 

FOLLOWING TEL SENT ACTION SECSTATE INFO AMMAN, CAIRO, 

DAMASCUS, JIDDA, TEL AVIV, USUN FROM JERUSALEM NOV 22: 

QUOTE CONFIDENTIAL JERUSALEM 1947 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PBOR, PFOR, IS, JO, EG, XF 

SUBJECT: SADAT REPORTEDLY PLEDGES SUPPORT FOR AL AQSA THROUGH 
MUNICIPALITY 

1 . BOTH JERUSALEM POST AND ARABIC DAILY AL FAJR REPORT 
NOV. 21 THAT PRESIDENT SADAT HAS AGREED TO PROVIDE 
SUPPORT FOR RECONSTRUCTION WORK IN THE AL AQSA MOSQUE. 

THE PLEDGE IS REPORTEDLY INCLUDED IN A JOINT COMMUNIQUE 
OF DR. MOHAMMAD HASSAN AL TOHAMI, EGYPTIAN VICE PREMIER, 

AND TEDDY KOLLEK, IDENTIFIED AS THE "MAYOR OF JERUSALEM." 

(JERUSALEM POST) 

2. THE GESTURE IS APPARENTLY A RESPONSE TO A PETITION 
PRESENTED TO SADAT BY SHEIKH HILMI MUHTASHIB, HEAD OF 
THE SUPREME ISLAMIC COUNCIL. THE PROJECT WILL 
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REPORTEDLY INCLUDE RECONSTRUCTION OF THE PRAYER NICHE (MIHRAB) 
AND AN AYYUBID PULPIT (MINBAR), BY THE FRIM ARAB CONTRACTORS 
"WITH ALL DUE RESPECT TO THOSE ARAB AND MOSLEM NATIONS WHO 
MAY DESIRE TO PARTICIPATE IN THE HOLY TASK." 

3. KOLLEK'S OFFICE NOV 22 CONFIRMED THE REPORTS AND WILL 
PROVIDE US WITH AN OFFICIAL STATEMENT. 
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4. COMMENT: AS FAR AS WE KNOW, THIS COMMUNIQUE 
REPRESENTS THE ONLY WRITTEN AGREEMENT 

(OTHER THAN THE FINAL COMMUNIQUE) RESULTING FROM THE SADAT 
VISIT. EGYPT HAS A LONG TRADITION OF PARTICIPATION IN 
THE MAINTENANCE OF THE SHRINES IN THE HARAM ASH SHARIF. 
EGYPTIAN ENGINEERS WERE, IN FACT, RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 
MAIOR REPAIRS EARLIER IN THE CENTURY. AFTER 1949, THE 
JORDANIAN RELIGIOUS MINISTRY NATURALLY TOOK THE LEAD 
AND MAINTAINED ITS PRE-EMINENCE EVEN AFTER 1967 THROUGH 
THE LOCALLY-CONSTITUTED COMMITTEE FOR THE RECONSTRUCTION 
OF AL AQSA, FORMED AFTER A CHRISTIAN FUNDAMENTALIST 
FIREBOMBED THE MOSQUE IN 1969. HERETOFORE, LOCAL ISLAMIC 
AUTHORITIES HAVE BITTERLY AND RELATIVELY SUCCESSFULLY 
RESISTED ANY ISRAELI PARTICIPATION IN THE ADMINISTRATION OF 
THE ISLAMIC HOLY PLACES. IT IS UNCLEAR TO US AT WHOSE 
INITIATIVE (EGYPTIAN, ISRAELI OR PALESTINIAN) THE MUNICIPALITY 
WAS INCLUDED IN THE ARRANGEMENTS AND IF THE ARRANGEMENTS 
AS REPORTED WOULD BE ACCEPTED BY THE LOCAL ISLAMIC 
AUTHORITIES MANY OF WHOM ARE IN SAUDI ARABIA FOR THE 
HAJJ. NEWLIN UNQUOTE VANCE 
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